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Epiphany
It's about the three Kings, right? It's certainly what we're thinking about as we celebrate the feast of
Epiphany today. I recently read a really interesting article discussing whether it was myth - a story
that teaches us important truths and so is by no means invalid, or fact. Here's a quote by the author: 
'I have to admit at one time I thought that the birth narratives, especially this one in Matthew were literary
constructs which while they were metaphorically true as myth did not contain reliable historical content...It
was all a bit airy fairy, mysterious men from the East…who were they, what were they doing there? Well I
used to think that...Having continued in my reading and studying in the field of ancient history as well as
biblical studies I have grown to understand that the story in Matthew is credible and likely and quite frankly
I believe it thoroughly, from the coming of the Magi to the flight and return from Egypt.'  Read the full
article here, especially the 'additional note' at the bottom: https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-
studies/myth-and-history-in-the-epiphany-of-matthew-2/

'Epiphany' comes from the Greek epiphaneia, meaning 'manifestation' or 'appearance,' and the
season is a time  when we remember Jesus appearing as the Saviour of all - of Israel, and the Gentiles
too - the Magi representing the Gentile world. We then move from reflecting on the manifestation of
Christ's glory to the Magi at the feast of the Epiphany, to thinking about the manifestation of His glory
at His baptism this Sunday, and in the miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding feast next
week. The season ends with the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas). The child who has been
manifested to the Magi at his birth is recognized in the temple by Simeon and Anna, when he comes
to be presented in the Temple according to the Law of Israel. But the redemption he will bring must
be won through suffering; the Incarnation is directed to the Passion; and we will move from the
celebration of Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter through Lent... 

https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/myth-and-history-in-the-epiphany-of-matthew-2/


Saturday 8th Jan, 8.30am - Men's breakfast
Catch up at the start of a new year with breakfast and a pause
for thought - for more details contact Peter Rhodes:
peterrhodes.21@btinternet.com

Sunday 9th Jan, 10am Service: an exciting
opportunity!
Joe will lead us in our time of worship, following our usual
pattern, with Mary Thomas speaking, and Sarah will finish our
time together presenting the opportunity we have to employ a
Children and Families Worker. It's an important moment in our
life as a Church Family - please join us to find out more! 

Sunday 9th Jan, 6pm Informal Worship and
Prayer 
We'll have our usual services in the morning and then at 6pm
there'll be space to spend time worshipping in song, praying
and seeking God's presence. All welcome.

Monday 10th Jan, 11 - 1230 Café open
Join us for a chat and a cuppa and also:

Monday 10th January 12pm Communion Service
(once a month opportunity) 
We're continuing to work out when the best time is for once a
month communion during the week and for this term we'll
share communion around tables in the large meeting room
after the first hour of café, on the 2nd Monday of the month. .
Café will move into the welcome area for the last half hour. 
PLEASE NOTE there won't be morning prayer at 10am on 2nd
Mondays.

Wednesday 12th Jan, 9 - 1030 Café open
 - with toddler craft as usual
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Wednesday  January 19th, 8pm on Zoom,
NEXT TAKE TIME
Join us for an online Bible meditation - we won't be starting this
year until Jan 19th; please note we will not be meeting on the
first Monday of the month, Jan 5th.

Sat January 22nd, 12pm onwards: Soup and
stroll
Our first social event of the year - put it in your diary!
Join us for whichever part you like -or all of it. We'll start with a
simple lunch of soup and then there'll be walks  of different
lengths, followed by tea and cake back at church.

Lent Course 2022: The Bible Course
Whether we're new to the Bible or want to go deeper, the Bible
Course is for all of us! It shows how all the books, characters
and events fit together to form one BIG story. It also provides
us with tools and skills to apply it to everyday life. 
To get the best out of it, we'll study it in our home groups - if
you're not a member of one currently, we'll be setting one up!
Please help us work out when would be best by completing the
2 questions on this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/L6BHPC6

Jan 22nd: Can you help our local Community
Association?
VPCA are holding a table top sale 2.30 - 4pm (see p4) and
would love some help on teas and coffees! Please contact
Sarah rev@sfvp.org.uk

Scam alert
If you receive an email / text purporting to be from a minister and asking
if you are free – before you respond do check the email address / mobile
number and make sure it is from the minister. If in doubt contact the
minister on number you know is correct for the minister. 
Those who do respond to the text / email are asked to buy google play
cards because the minister is in a prayer meeting / visiting / otherwise
busy. The scam usually says they are for someone very ill. 
DO NOT RSPOND TO THE MESSAGE – EITHER DELETE OR CONTACT THE
MINISTER DIRECTLY.
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We believe that financial giving is a response to God's generosity to us, and
a responsibility of regular members of our church family. We rely entirely
on your donations to keep the church going and are especially dependent

on regular giving through bank accounts, as this enables us to budget
appropriately. We're able to substantially increase your gift if you pay tax,

as we can reclaim the gift aid.
If you would like to set up regular giving, there are standing order forms at

the back of the church, or they're available from our treasurer Andrew
Grove: treasurer@sfvp.org.uk

 
We appreciate that you might not be in a position to give regularly at thte
moment. If you prefer, there's a basket for offerings on the table opposite
the entrance door for cash, and you can donate on line via our website or

just here:  

Donate here
 

Maybe you aren't in a position to donate at all at the moment. If that's you,
thank you for reading this far, and please know that you are no less valued

as a part of our church family. Please continue to pray for us, and let us
know if you have specific material or prayer needs that we can help with at

this time.  
 

As a church we're about so much more than asking for money! And we
also want to fulfill our call to be a blessing to each other and our

surrounding community. Thank you so much for your part in that.  

Giving at St Francis Church
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Sunday January 9th:  Epiphany 1 - Baptism of Christ
8.30am  Said Communion in the church building
10am: Morning Worship - in the building and on the  usual Zoom link.
Leader at 0830:  Joe Sweetnam
Leaders at 10am: Joe and Sarah
Speaker at both services: Mary Thomas 
Reading: (from the lectionary)  Luke 3: 15-17; 21-22

With creche and  Junior Church during our 10am service, and coffee
afterwards (other drinks available)
Live on Outreach radio this week? No.  

6pm: Informal worship and prayer in the Church Building 

Monday January 10th 
Please note: no morning prayer but instead: 
12pm: Communion in the building 'in the round' 

Worship for this week:

Link for services
Here's the super quick link that

takes you to all of our Zoom
services and events: 
www.bit.ly/SFCzoom

Services are in the church building - January 2021
 

Feel free to just come, no need to book. 
Please take a lateral flow test before coming if you're able, wear a mask for

services and keep to social distancing.  
And wrap up now it's getting colder!

Or you can join on Zoom! 
 

Catch up later!
Don't forget you can catch up

on our 10am service on
Facebook from Sunday pm or

our website from Monday.
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an end to the violence racking these battlefields of global powers

political leaders emerging in these countries who will pursue peace, the

common good, and human rights of all groups

the international community to pursue policies that will result in

acceptable, just peace for all involved

greater openness to welcoming those displaced or fleeing from these

lands, desperately seeking safety and wellbeing.

Those who live on Newport Close, Tenby Drive

For us as a church family, as we look to employ a Children and Families

worker and to raise the funds to do so

For all on our prayer chain

For children and staff as they return to school

For our GP chaplaincy work and links with the surgery, including the

Mindfulness Course taking place at church Monday nights

That our café might be a place of welcome, connection and

reconnection  in our local community 

Points for prayer this week

From the World Council of Churches: Iran, Iraq, Syria

Diocese Life:
Our Diocesan Environment Group encouraging us in our Christian calling to

strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s good creation and to sustain and

renew the life of earth - and our own response here at St Francis

Our local Community - 
Please pray for: 
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Church Council as of 25/4/21
Church Wardens: Alison Rhodes and Fiona Grove

Pro (Deputy) Warden: Debbie Reed (Plus 1 vacant prowarden post)

Gift Aid secretary: Geoff Roberts

Safeguarding officer: Helen Kelso - safeguarding@sfvp.org.uk

Church Council Secretary: Jan Southern

Treasurer: Andy Grove -  treasurer@stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk

Church Council Members:  Rogerio Ramos, Liz Bolton, Caroline

Emmins, Jan Southern

Plus 3 vacant posts 

Deanery Synod Reps ( ie Church of England Reps): Peter

Rhodes, Steve Williams and Brian King

Methodist Church rep: David Gurr

Plus1 vacant post 

URC Rep: Chris Hill.

Who's Who
Church Administrator: 

Caroline James

admin@sfvp.org.uk , Tel:

02380271152

Church Cleaner: Ann Daly

(usual time to clean:

Saturday afternoon)

Junior Church Lead:

Debbie Reed -

juniorchurch@sfvp.org.uk

Youth Contact: Cliff

McClelland -

youth@sfvp.org.uk

Pastoral Lead and Prayer

Chain: Fiona Grove -

pastoral@sfvp.org.uk

Lead minister: Sarah

McClelland -

rev@sfvp.org.uk (Usual day

off Friday)

Curate: Joe Sweetnam - 

 curate@sfvp.org.uk (Day

off Friday)

Methodist minister: Sue

Keegan von Allmen

URC minister: Mark

Robinson

St Franc is  Church i n formation
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As ever this comes with my prayers and love in Christ.
Sarah

Sarah McClelland
Lead Minister, St Francis’ Church. 
A Local Ecumenical Partnership of the Church of England, Methodist Church
and United Reformed Church.
Pilgrim’s Close, Valley Park, Eastleigh SO53 4ST
www.stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk
rev@sfvp.org.uk
T: 023 8048 6298

Usual day off Friday 

This message was sent BCC to all on our church mailing list.  If you’d prefer
not to receive further mailings please let me know.

Would you like someone to pray with you?
God does extraordinary things when we pray. And prayer's not just a
solitary activity, we're to pray for one another. Can we pray for you at

the moment? Members of our prayer ministry team would be
delighted to pray with you over the phone or on Zoom - please just

ask; contact Sarah, Joe, or Fiona Grove in the first instance.
 

'Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.'
James 5: 16

Thanks for reading!
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