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Beating the January blues! 
Next Monday Jan 17th is known as blue Monday - allegedly the most depressing day of the year, based
on the darker days and cold weather of January, debt after Christmas and failing to keep New Years
resolutions! Add Covid into the mix and one can appreciate it's not the easiest time of year, though it's
certainly helped by this lovely winter sunshine.  The sort of January blue in the photo above is more
the sort we're after!

I'm enjoying the buzz about St Francis at the moment. So many of you have been positive about our
plans to employ a Children and Families worker, and I'm grateful for the pledge forms so far received -
please do keep them coming! Last Monday a good number of us shared communion together at the
end of Cafe, something we'll repeat monthly on the second January. Next Sunday at 3, Messy's back,
and next Saturday we have our first social event of the year coming up. We'd love to see you and to get
to know you better - please join us, email rev@sfvp.org.uk or sign up after church on Sunday! 

12noon 
1pm 

2.15pm 

 Soup and rolls at church/ outside 
“Stroll” - walks of varying lengths on the local footpaths, with
a "leader”
Cake and tea/coffee back at church- Bring & Share - can you
bring cake and/or biscuits?

Soup and Stroll on Jan 22nd - join us for which ever bit suits you!



Sunday 16th January, 9am: Church Swap
Next Week is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and as part of this,
Churches Together in Chandlers Ford has a history of church swaps,
when people visit another church to share differences and similarities in
styles of worship underpinned by our common Christian faith. This year
St Francis will be visiting St Edwards and hosting visitors from Velmore
Community Church. We are invited to attend the 9 am service at St
Edwards this Sunday, 16th, on Winchester Road - it would be lovely if 2 or
3 volunteers might like to go. It will be a service of Mass (Communion)
and like us they are wearing masks for services in the church. Please note
that you won't be able to take bread and wine. If you would like to know
more or are interested in going please ring David Gurr 02380255389
(David is one of our reps to Churches Together). Last year churches were
not open for live services due to Covid so we are keen to take this
opportunity.
Sadly, the planned joint service which was normally held at the end of the
week has had to be cancelled but other ideas are being considered for
later in the year.

Monday 17th Jan, 10am
Morning prayer in the building -  Church of England style with a
chance to pray for all that's going on. 

Monday 17th January, 11 - 1230 Café open
Join us for a chat and a cuppa. 

Wednesday 19th Jan, 9 - 1030 Café open
 - with toddler craft as usual

Wednesday January 19th, 8pm on Zoom, NEXT
TAKE TIME
Join us for an online Bible meditation - the first one of 2022.

Sat January 22nd, 12pm onwards: Soup and
stroll
Our first social event of the year - put it in your diary!
Join us for whichever part you like -or all of it. We'll start with a
simple lunch of soup and then there'll be walks of different
lengths, followed by tea and cake back at church.
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What's coming up at St Francis



Messy Church Jan 23rd 3pm
Join us for the usual fun and games, a chance to worship
together as a family and cake afterwards!

Lent Course 2022: The Bible Course
Whether we're new to the Bible or want to go deeper, the Bible
Course is for all of us! It shows how all the books, characters
and events fit together to form one BIG story. It also provides
us with tools and skills to apply it to everyday life. 
To get the best out of it, we'll study it in our home groups - if
you're not a member of one currently, we'll be setting one up!
Please help us work out when would be best by completing the
3 questions on this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/L6BHPC6

Summer 2022: Join us at New Wine!
We're planning to go as a St Francis group to Week B: Friday 29
July – Wednesday 3 August, 2022. If you haven't been before,
the Sweetnams, Grews, McClellands and Caroline in the office
are all seasoned New winers and would love to encourage you
to come - do ask us why we love it! See: https://www.new-
wine.org/events/united22/ 

Volunteer Drivers wanted
Could you volunteer to help out as a Volunteer Driver  in CHandler's
Ford? There's more information on postcards at the table as you come
into church! 

Basics Bank Volunteer Opportunity
Are you looking for a new volunteering opportunity? Eastleigh Basics
Bank is seeking to recruit a volunteer Stock Management Assistant to
work on Thursdays. You will need to be strong, well organised and be
prepared to use your own car to transport goods from the shop to the
storage unit and vice versa. A full job description is attached. Please
contact Hazel Bateman hazel.bateman@eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk  or
ring 023 8090 3028 for more information.

Basics Bank Donations
There are still boxes outside the vicarage (35 Raglan Close) and
1 Tweed Close. Check the Eastleigh Basics Bank website
https://eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk
to see what they need, and pop something in!
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Attend General Assembly (preferably for 2 years) in July. In
2022 this will be the 8th to 11th July, The Hayes, Swanwich,
Derbyshire
Read the reports and documents that come out before
Assembly to be prepared for any discussion and decision
making
Attend the Synod pre-assembly online meeting to discuss
any questions you may have on the 'book of reports' if you
can (this will be Monday 4th July at 7pm)
Attend either the North, South or Online Assembly review
sessions to share with the wider church. These will be
between the 19th and 28th September

Cultural Friday - 21st January, 8pm at St
Edward’s the Confessor Church (Chandlers
Ford)
As it is during the week of Prayer for Christian Unity we are
going to look at some hymns, popular across all Christian
Denominations that show how and why the church sings its
way through thick and thin. Dr Micha Jazz will focus on the
background behind hymns including, Lead Kindly Light by St
John Henry Newman, Amazing Grace by John Newton and the
classic Abide With Me by Henry Francis Lyte. Cheese, wine and
nibbles will be available from 7.30pm and throughout the
evening, suggested donation of £1. 

URC General Assembly needs you!
Have you ever wondered what General Assembly does, or how
the decisions of the URC are made?
We are looking for 7 people from across our churches who
would like to take a larger part in decision making of the URC
and are willing to feedback to the churches of the Synod.
What is involved:

Further info: https://urc.org.uk/general-assembly-assembly-
executive-assembly-committees/general-assembly/
If you feel that this is something that you would like to do, or
would like to discuss it further, please do get in touch with
Karen Bell, Wessex Synod Clerk (Email:
clerk@urcwessex.org.uk), by January 21st.
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Proposal to Employ a Children and Families Worker at St Francis Church
You can listen to Sarah making this proposal after the service on 9th Jan 2022 on this link:
https://youtu.be/w69sCYMb8S4

It’s an exciting time in the life of the church! 
 

Our current opportunities:
 To work with primary school age children are through:
Junior church: numbers are growing (2019 ~12, 2022~22). But, volunteers are brilliant and stretched;
it's term time only so cover is needed in holidays.
Messy Church: restarted Sept 2021 - numbers of children have nearly doubled since 2019
Schools Work: Weekly assembly at SFPS on video since pandemic + extra at festivals and occasional
teaching; the potential at Knightwood yet to be realized
Mid-week Café: Crafts for toddlers offered weekly and relationships built with school mums

Our current Challenges:
• These increased opportunities mean we're wearing our wonderful volunteers out - the status quo is
not sustainable
• Joe our curate will leave between July 2022 and July 2023 (knock on to schools work/ Messy)
• We would love to get to know our Messy Church families more, and we'd love to get to know others
in the parish that we'd love to build relations with, for eg, contacts through school and baptisms

The proposed way forward:
Our preferred option is to employ a part time CFW as the best balance between cost, and
management/ supervision time at least initially.

The proposed scope of a Children and Families Worker is: to work under the supervision of the
lead minister, to build on the foundations we have already in:
 Junior Church, Sunday holiday provision, Messy Church, Café, Engaging families especially those who
attend Café and Messy, Schools work with the hope of expanding provision to Knightwood - and
potentially to develop work in wellbeing of children and families.

To make this happen, we need your help! 
For our preferred option of a part time Children* and Families worker, the cost is:
• 24 hours/ week @£14/hour (top end based on recent similar ads, looking  to recruit CFW with
experience & qualification)

      Year 1 cost to SFVP: £22,633
If 70 people contributed equally this works out at £323 per year - or just £27 per month per adult
(around 2 Costa coffees per week)!

So we're asking: 
• Will you pray for our children and volunteers?
• Would you pledge money for 3 years to make employing a Children and Families worker possible?

Please complete a pledge form (attached to this mailing) and return to admin@sfvp.org.uk, or by hand
to the office or minister, by the end of January at latest, so that Church Council can decide whether we
can take this forward. We would love to have someone in post for Easter.

*Please note that we are specifically looking for someone to work with primary school age children and
their families; at this stage, not a youth (ie secondary school age) worker. Working with youth requires
a different skill set 

https://youtu.be/w69sCYMb8S4
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We believe that financial giving is a response to God's generosity to us, and
a responsibility of regular members of our church family. We rely entirely
on your donations to keep the church going and are especially dependent

on regular giving through bank accounts, as this enables us to budget
appropriately. We're able to substantially increase your gift if you pay tax,

as we can reclaim the gift aid.
If you would like to set up regular giving, there are standing order forms at

the back of the church, or they're available from our treasurer Andrew
Grove: treasurer@sfvp.org.uk

 
We appreciate that you might not be in a position to give regularly at thte
moment. If you prefer, there's a basket for offerings on the table opposite
the entrance door for cash, and you can donate on line via our website or

just here:  

Donate here
 

Maybe you aren't in a position to donate at all at the moment. If that's you,
thank you for reading this far, and please know that you are no less valued

as a part of our church family. Please continue to pray for us, and let us
know if you have specific material or prayer needs that we can help with at

this time.  
 

As a church we're about so much more than asking for money! And we
also want to fulfill our call to be a blessing to each other and our

surrounding community. Thank you so much for your part in that.  

Giving at St Francis Church
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Sunday January 9th:  Epiphany 2 
8.30am  Said Communion in the church building
10am: Morning Worship - in the building and on the  usual Zoom link.
Leader at 0830 & 10am:  Sarah
Speaker at both services: Cliff McClelland

Reading: (from the lectionary)  John 2: 1-11

With creche and  Junior Church during our 10am service, and coffee
afterwards (other drinks available)

Live on Outreach radio this week? No.  

Monday January 17th 
10am: Morning prayer in the building

Worship for this week:

Link for services
Here's the super quick link that

takes you to all of our Zoom
services and events: 
www.bit.ly/SFCzoom

Services are in the church building - January 2022
 

Feel free to just come, no need to book. 
Please take a lateral flow test before coming if you're able, wear a mask for

services and keep to social distancing.  
And wrap up now it's getting colder!

Or you can join on Zoom! 
 

Catch up later!
Don't forget you can catch up

on our 10am service on
Facebook from Sunday pm or

our website from Monday.
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women and others in these countries who are deprived of basic freedoms and

human dignity

those who misuse or exploit religious identity for extremist political ends

the wise use of the benefits of oil and other natural resources for the sake of all

the emergence of stable democratic societies based on the rule of law, social

justice, and respect for religious and other freedoms.

Those who live on Wolvesey Close and Danebury Gardens

For us as a church family, as we look to employ a Children and Families worker

and to raise the funds to do so

For all on our prayer chain

For  schools, especially those in our parish, St Francis and Knightwood and 

For our GP chaplaincy work and links with the surgery

That our café might be a place of welcome, connection and reconnection  in our

local community 

Points for prayer this week

From the World Council of Churches: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

Diocese Life:
Chaplaincy: lay and ordained, in prisons, schools, universities, police, hospitals and in

our communities; and Anna Chaplains working with older people and chaplains

working with those with disability, the deaf & hard of hearing.

Our local Community - 
Please pray for: 
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Church Council as of 25/4/21
Church Wardens: Alison Rhodes and Fiona Grove

Pro (Deputy) Warden: Debbie Reed (Plus 1 vacant prowarden post)

Gift Aid secretary: Geoff Roberts

Safeguarding officer: Helen Kelso - safeguarding@sfvp.org.uk

Church Council Secretary: Jan Southern

Treasurer: Andy Grove -  treasurer@stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk

Church Council Members:  Rogerio Ramos, Liz Bolton, Caroline

Emmins, Jan Southern

Plus 3 vacant posts 

Deanery Synod Reps ( ie Church of England Reps): Peter

Rhodes, Steve Williams and Brian King

Methodist Church rep: David Gurr

Plus1 vacant post 

URC Rep: Chris Hill.

Who's Who
Church Administrator: 

Caroline James

admin@sfvp.org.uk , Tel:

02380271152

Church Cleaner: Ann Daly

(usual time to clean:

Saturday afternoon)

Junior Church Lead:

Debbie Reed -

juniorchurch@sfvp.org.uk

Youth Contact: Cliff

McClelland -

youth@sfvp.org.uk

Pastoral Lead and Prayer

Chain: Fiona Grove -

pastoral@sfvp.org.uk

Lead minister: Sarah

McClelland -

rev@sfvp.org.uk (Usual day

off Friday)

Curate: Joe Sweetnam - 

 curate@sfvp.org.uk (Day

off Friday)

Methodist minister: Sue

Keegan von Allmen

URC minister: Mark

Robinson

St Franc is  Church i n formation
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As ever this comes with my prayers and love in Christ.
Sarah

Sarah McClelland
Lead Minister, St Francis’ Church. 
A Local Ecumenical Partnership of the Church of England, Methodist Church
and United Reformed Church.
Pilgrim’s Close, Valley Park, Eastleigh SO53 4ST
www.stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk
rev@sfvp.org.uk
T: 023 8048 6298

Usual day off Friday 

This message was sent BCC to all on our church mailing list.  If you’d prefer
not to receive further mailings please let me know.

Would you like someone to pray with you?
God does extraordinary things when we pray. And prayer's not just a
solitary activity, we're to pray for one another. Can we pray for you at

the moment? Members of our prayer ministry team would be
delighted to pray with you over the phone or on Zoom - please just

ask; contact Sarah, Joe, or Fiona Grove in the first instance.
 

'Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.'
James 5: 16

Thanks for reading!
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