
Get to know each other (again)
Try things out, and not set them in stone too soon!

At our Annual meeting last Sunday it was great to be able to look back at 2020, acknowledge it was
hard, and also celebrate all that's been achieved. We started to look ahead too, and I shared our
very simple priorities for 2021:

It's been so lovely to catch up with people again over a coffee in the church garden as café gives us
an opportunity to make a start on the getting re-acquainted. If you can't usually be there why not 
 try it out on Bank Holiday Monday? We'll be looking at more events when we're able (July 4th is
hopefully in your diary as we plan to celebrate Joe's priesting and - at last! - welcome him and his
family to St Francis!). 

In terms of trying things out, I'm especially thinking of how we do services. We've been enjoying a
new style of service at 10 and are committed to continue live-streaming, so we will be thinking about
how that will work practically, alongside communions, junior church, baptisms - etc! 

Have you filled out the sheet of what we've lost and gained yet? It's attached to this email, or
available through the QR code on the next page, it's very quick to do, and will really help us  to shape
the future! Thank you for your help.
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Share your views and shape the church: 
 What do you think we've gained or lost as a church over the past year? 
Your response, will feed into discussions of ministry group and Council 
as we go forward.Please do complete one of these forms yourself - 
it's really quick! - and email it to rev@sfvp.co.uk. You can find the 
form attached or by scanning this QR code. 

Could you be a school governor?
We have 3 vacancies for foundation governors - Governors who have a Christian faith
and would like to use it in this vital ministry. Governors bring their wisdom and
experience to enable the school - and thereby the children - to flourish! Whilst it takes a
bit of time and commitment, full training is given. You'll make a difference to a whole
school! Contact Sarah for more details.

Fair Trade
Angela has a Traid Craft Catalogue and would love to assist you with your order (buying
in bulk is more eco-friendly) - do contact her:
Tel: 02380271150, Email: angelarwmorris@gmail.com
There's currently a 'Regenerator's appeal' for those fighting climate change and helping
to regenerate land for future generations: donate before June 7th and the UK
Government will double your donation: https://traidcraftexchange.org/regenerators

Eastleigh Basics Bank
Volunteers are needed to help collect donations from Asda, Waitrose and Co-op (Fryern
Arcade). These have been done by Council staff during lockdown but staff are now
needed to return to their normal jobs. The collections need taking to Eastleigh to the
Basics Bank.
It is envisaged there will be two volunteers for each supermarket, to do alternate
weeks. Collection days would need to coincide with the Basics shop being open, which
is currently Mon, Tues and Thursday 10-3pm. There could be some flexibility if your car
is small by working as a pair or doing two trips into Eastleigh. 
We will also need volunteers to collect donations from church collection points and take
them to Eastleigh after our Wednesdays at the shop cease.
These collections are relatively safe as the collection in the supermarket is from
reception and does not need to go far into the shop and the church baskets include
outdoor points. The new arrangements are aiming to start mid-May.
If you think you can help and would like to know more please ring David Gurr- 02380
255389.
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Café is back!
n the Church garden. Please wrap up warm, bring a mask, table service only, simple
teas and coffees for a donation only, names kept for Track and Trace, please don't
come if you're ill, keep to social distancing. 
Monday May 3rd Bank holiday Monday 11am - 12 Adults only
Wednesday May 5th  9 - 11am.  All welcome!

Take Time
Our next meeting of Take Time is at 12 midday on Wednesday May 5th. 

Unbelievable? The Conference
A conference thinking about how to tell the greatest story ever told, with fantastic
speakers. Graham Shankland thoroughly recommends it too!
Sat May 15th, 2 - 8pm online. Details: https://www.unbelievable.live

Christian Aid Week: May 10th - 16th
There are more details on how you can donate on the next page!

Service for Christian Aid Week: May 9th 
Would anyone from St Francis like to do a reading at the Service to launch the week on
the afternoon of May 9th? Contact admin@sfvp.org.uk.
Timings and link in next week's newsletter.

CPAS Explorer Venture this summer 
7-14th August in Blandford: This fun-filled week is a brilliant opportunity for 8-11 year
olds to enjoy sport, games, outings, crafts ... and exploring life with Jesus! Taylor-made
evening sessions explain in an interactive, child-friendly way about God and his love
through Jesus. The leaders are Phil and Becky Howden (Becky is Nick Grew's niece and
also a trained nurse.) They have led the well-established team for over 15 years so a
very stable and experienced team. £249 (grants may be available)
If you'd like to know more contact Nick and Christine Grew at St Francis -
nick1806grew@gmail.com or Becky directly on 07736 275277

Mens Weekend Away
Date for your diary: September 17th - 19th 2021 at Houghton, nr Arundel. Contact Peter
Rhodes: PeterRhodes.21@BTinternet.com for more details. 
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Worship this week. 
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Services this week 
May 2nd:  Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.45am Said Communion in the church building

Please book in by emailing rev@sfvp.org.uk 
 

10am: Virtual Morning Worship - usual Zoom link.

Speaker at both services: Joe Sweetnam
Leader at 0845: Revd Nick Grew
Leader at 1000:  Sarah McClelland 
Reading: John 15: 1-8
Live on Outreach  radio this week?  Yes. 

Monday May 3rd: No Morning prayer as it's a Bank Holiday 

Link for services
Here's the super quick link that takes you to

all of our Zoom services and events: 
www.bit.ly/SFCzoom

Services in the church building 
 

It's brilliant to be able to share communion together in person again!
Please book in as above, enter the church through the main door 
 (through the lych gate and garden), wrap up warmly,  wear a mask
and don't come if you're ill. We'll keep a record of your name for 3
weeks in line with government guidance.



the people in these lands who suffer from poverty and repressive

rule

an end to clashes related to tribalism, traditionalism, and

modernization

the land, air and water that have been damaged by human abuse

good relations between Muslims and Christians

an end to oppression and violence.

For countries facing a third wave of Covid, iespecially India;  for fair distribution
of the Covid vaccine to all who need it
For local elections coming up

Pray for the residents of Tolefrey Gardens, Colton Copse, Tomkyns Close
For all we know who are unwell, and those on our prayer chain, especially for
the family and friends of Colin Ray and George Cantell who died in the past
week. 
That our café might be a place of welcome, conneection and reconnection  in
our local community 
For all those who are struggling at this time financially, emotionally; those who
are alone;  those in care homes, and all frontline staff in the NHS, education,
prisons, and all key workers.

Points for prayer this week
From the World Council of Churches:  Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan

Pray for: 

Church Life: 
Pray for The team at the Diocesan Registry who advise the parishes, Bishop, and all
the other organisations and officers of the Diocese on legal matters.

For the wider community:

Our local Community:
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Church Council as of 25/4/21
Church Wardens: Alison Rhodes and Fiona Grove

Pro (Deputy) Warden: Debbie Reed (Plus 1 vacant prowarden post)

Gift Aid secretary: Geoff Roberts

Safeguarding officer: Helen Kelso - safeguarding@sfvp.org.uk

Church Council Secretary: Post vacant.

Treasurer: Andy Grove -  treasurer@stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk

Church Council Members:  Rogerio Ramos, Liz Bolton, Caroline

Emmins, Jan Southern

Plus 3 vacant posts 

Deanery Synod Reps ( ie Church of England Reps): Peter

Rhodes, Steve Williams and Brian King

Methodist Church rep: David Gurr

Plus1 vacant post 

URC Rep: Chris Hill.

Who's Who
Church Administrator: 

Caroline James

admin@sfvp.org.uk , Tel:

02380271152

Church Cleaner: Ann Daly

(usual time to clean:

Saturday afternoon)

Junior Church Lead:

Debbie Reed -

juniorchurch@sfvp.org.uk

Youth Contact: Cliff

McClelland -

youth@sfvp.org.uk

Pastoral Lead and Prayer

Chain: Fiona Grove -

pastoral@sfvp.org.uk

Lead minister: Sarah

McClelland -

rev@sfvp.org.uk (Usual day

off Friday)

Curate: Joe Sweetnam - 

 curate@sfvp.org.uk (Day

off Friday)

Methodist minister: Sue

Keegan von Allmen

URC minister: Mark

Robinson

St Franc is  Church i n formation
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As ever this comes with my prayers and love in Christ.
Sarah

Sarah McClelland
Lead Minister, St Francis’ Church. 
A Local Ecumenical Partnership of the Church of England, Methodist Church
and United Reformed Church.
Pilgrim’s Close, Valley Park, Eastleigh SO53 4ST
www.stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk
rev@sfvp.org.uk
T: 023 8048 6298

Usual day off: Friday. This week, Saturday and bank holiday Monday
too!

This message was sent BCC to all on our church mailing list.  If you’d prefer
not to receive further mailings please let me know.
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Thanks for reading!

Would you like someone to pray with you?
God does extraordinary things when we pray. And prayer's not just a
solitary activity, we're to pray for one another. Can we pray for you at

the moment? Members of our prayer ministry team would be
delighted to pray with you over the phone or on Zoom - please just

ask; contact Sarah, Joe, or Fiona Grove in the first instance.
 

'Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.'
James 5: 16


