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Just 2 days to go, 'til the Valley Park Life festival on Saturday! I'm looking forward to it greatly -
there are some brilliant musicians, not to mention the company! (That's you.) I've found myself
feeling the need to explain to people that it's just for fun, just to celebrate life... there's no
hidden agenda. Of course we have a reason for throwing a party - and the Generous June
theme (see below) sums it up. 
God is extravagant and generous in his love and grace. I'm not sure people always expect the
church to be. But at our best that's exactly who we are as church (and who we're becoming) - a
reflection of God's character!  Jesus went to a lot of parties to show us what God's Kingdom is
like - that place of extravagant love and grace, a welcome extended to all, no one excluded or
left on the margins. .
So come and enjoy the party and bring your friends and neighbours!  

Daily readings/ podcasts in June:You may remember that last year we followed
the Diocese's programme thinking about
generosity in June. Do use the daily readings or
podcast for this month, you might even find a
familiar voice or two! The booklet is attached to
this mailing, and the resources are also here:
https://www.generousjune.co.uk

Party Time

https://www.generousjune.co.uk/




Sunday June 19th, 10am: Youth Group
Youth Group will meet during our 10am service, over in St
Francis School - please do let your young people know!
We will meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month during the
10am service, as well as Tuesdays 6.30-8pm.

Monday June 20th, 11-1230: Café
Pop in and catch up!

Wed June 22nd, 9 - 1030am: Café
 -  with toddler craft.

Sunday June 26th, 3pm: Messy Church 
Especially aimed at primary school age children and their
families - and all are welcome! Fun and games followed by
tea and cake.  

Eastleigh Basics Bank
Please keep the donations coming, the need is greater
than ever.
Find out what's most needed here:
https://eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk

You can leave donations at church or the vicarage in
Raglan Drive or 1 Tweed Close, and most local
supermarkets have a box if you are shopping in person.

Sunday 17th July at 4.30 pm: Sue Keegan von
Allmen's leaving service
 - at Chandler’s Ford Methodist Church. A leaving service
for all in the Circuit to have the opportunity to bid farewell
to our Superintendent, Sue Keegan von Allmen. The
service will be followed by an afternoon tea.During the
service a presentation will be made from the Circuit to
Sue and her husband - therefore, a monetary collection
within your church would be greatly appreciated. Please
give any donations to Fiona Grove this week or next so we
can forward in time. 

What's On

https://eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk/


Events coming up: for your diary
September 11th 2022: Confirmation Service
The Bishop joins us for a service of confirmation and to licence
Sarah as vicar of the parish (she's currently priest in charge -
long story). Interested in being confirmed? Let Sarah know
rev@sfvp.org.uk 

Office Hours at St Francis 
Caroline has recently changed her hours so that she works from
home on Mondays, and is in the office approx 9 - 1pm Tuesday -
Thursday. 

26th June 3pm: Messy Church
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Christian Aid Week is now over, and many of us have spent a pleasant few hours delivering
envelopes around Chandlers Ford.  Over fifty people delivered envelopes to around 8,000
houses. That’s a lot of footsteps!   It has been our opportunity to invite non-churchgoers, of
every faith (or none) to share in the loving mission of Christ to see an end to poverty. 
 Thank you to every person who took part.
Money raised was a little over £4275, which included over £1,000 from the Big Brekkie in
the Dovetail centre.  Not quite as much as pre-Covid when we collected house-to-house,
but our pool of willing (and pressed!) collectors was dwindling.  We did our best, and every
penny will be spent well.
Christian Aid works in many countries in the world, including Ukraine at present, but the
charity focused the message for the week on people suffering from the effects of climate
change.  In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women rely on farming to earn a living and
provide for their families. And the climate crisis has brought intense droughts that have left
their land barren. 
With no rain, women and men can’t grow enough food and they struggle to provide for
their children. Drought starves. It robs women of the chance to farm and drives their
families into hunger.
In times of drought many families can only afford to eat one bowl of porridge a day.
Women are hungrier, and often skip meals to share with their children what little food they
have.
With our help, Christian Aid’s partner BRACT helps the most at-risk communities in
Zimbabwe to prepare for and adapt to the changing climate. Their work empowers
vulnerable communities to grow drought-tolerant crop, teaches women like Janet how to
grow food in dry seasons and helps families to build storerooms to preserve food so they
have the resilience to bounce back from future droughts. Families learn to eat more
healthy, nutritious food and gain new skills for alternative sources of income when
agriculture fails.
Thank you for all you have done to support Chandlers Ford’s Christian Aid Week. And if
you'd like to do more, please visit: https://bit.ly/37QxuxZ
Brian Ridsdale
June 2022
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Christian Aid Week 2022

https://bit.ly/37QxuxZ


Prayer Update: Florence (Florrie) Harrison
Florrie and her family live in Valley Park and have been on our
prayer list for a while: Florrie had leukaemia and had a stem cell
transplant at Great Ormond Street around a month ago. Mum Jess
has sent us this update and pics. Let's keep praying for Florrie and
her family (specifics in bold but God knows the technicalities)!

'Florrie is doing amazingly well and I'm hoping we are through the worst of it now.
She has been incredibly resilient throughout the last few weeks and to be honest has
left me in awe! She is starting to show engraftment of her new cells which is great
news. Within the next week she will have a donor chinerism test and we are
praying that her cells are 100% donor as this predicts risk of relapse. 
Before they completed the transplant they also found some leukemia cells in her
pituitary gland (causing her diabetes insipidus). I'm hoping that her next MRI will
show that the pre-transplant chemo has been effective at destroying these
cells, as otherwise we may need to consider consolidation radiotherapy. But I'm
trying to not think about that at the moment as we can cross that bridge if/when we
come to it.
I have attached a couple of pictures of Florrie from today.
Thank you so much for thinking of us and for praying for us. We appreciate
it immeasurably.'
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We believe that financial giving is a response to God's generosity to us,
and a responsibility of regular members of our church family. We rely
entirely on your donations to keep the church going and are especially

dependent on regular giving through bank accounts, as this enables us to
budget appropriately. We're able to substantially increase your gift if you

pay tax, as we can reclaim the gift aid.
If you would like to set up regular giving, there are standing order forms at

the back of the church, or they're available from our treasurer Andrew
Grove: treasurer@sfvp.org.uk

 
We appreciate that you might not be in a position to give regularly at thte
moment. If you prefer, there's a basket for offerings on the table opposite
the entrance door for cash, and you can donate on line via our website or

just here:  

Donate here
 

Maybe you aren't in a position to donate at all at the moment. If that's you,
thank you for reading this far, and please know that you are no less valued

as a part of our church family. Please continue to pray for us, and let us
know if you have specific material or prayer needs that we can help with at

this time.  
 

As a church we're about so much more than asking for money! And we
also want to fulfill our call to be a blessing to each other and our

surrounding community. Thank you so much for your part in that.  

Giving at St Francis Church
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greater food security for those most vulnerable, especially in times
of climate change 
an end to political and economic corruption 
rising standards of living, particularly for those most poor 
an end to exploitation of resources and of the people, especially
those who are young and/or female. 

Those who live on Wild Cherry Way, Honeysuckle Way, Violet Close 
For the Valley Park Life festival on Sat 18th June
For our ongoing plans to employ a Children and Families worker
For our GP chaplaincy work and links with the surgery
That our café might be a place of welcome, connection and connection 
 in our local community 
For parishioner Florence Harrison (3) , and her family (Mum Jess, Dad
Tom, big sister Lucy) as Florence has a stem cell transplant at Great
Ormond St. 

Points for prayer this week

Prayer for Generosity: a collect:
Almighty God our heavenly Father,
you are bountiful in your love for us;
you shower us generously with all that we need; you give us forgiveness
and eternal life in Jesus. By your grace
give us generous hearts
that we may declare your goodness
and offer our lives back to you in thankful worship. for the sake of him
who came among us as
your gift of love, the same
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From the World Council of Churches: Malawi, Zambia. 

Our local Community: 
Please pray for: 
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Sunday 19th June: Trinity 1: Father's Day
8.30am: Said communion Service
Leader Steve Williams and Sarah, 
Speaker: Sarah

10am: Morning Worship
Service Live streamed on our usual link below.
Leader and Speaker: Sarah

Bible passage: 1 Kings 19: 1-18

Live on Outreach Radio? No.
WIth creche, junior church and youth group during the
service.
Coffee and refreshments available after the service

Monday June 20th
10am: Morning Prayer. 
In the church building. 

Worship this week 

Link for services
Here's the super quick link that

takes you to all of our Zoom
services and events: 
www.bit.ly/SFCzoom

Catch up later!
Don't forget you can catch up

on our 10am service on
Facebook from Sunday pm or

our website from Monday.
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Where are our ministers this week?

Cliff McClelland is at HMP Winchester

http://www.bit.ly/SFCzoom


Church Council as of 3/4/22
Church Wardens: Fiona Grove and Debbie Reed

Pro (Deputy) Warden: Peter Rhodes and Caroline Gough

Gift Aid secretary: Geoff Roberts

Safeguarding officer: Helen Kelso -

safeguarding@sfvp.org.uk

Church Council Secretary: Jan Southern

Treasurer: Andy Grove -  treasurer@stfrancis-

valleypark.org.uk

Church Council Members:  Rogerio Ramos, Dunni Ajayi

Plus 5 vacant posts 

Deanery Synod Reps ( ie Church of England Reps): Peter

Rhodes, Steve Williams and Brian King

Methodist Church rep: David Gurr

Plus1 vacant post 

URC Rep: Post vacant

Who's Who
Church Administrator: 
Caroline James
admin@sfvp.org.uk , Tel:
02380271152
Church Cleaner: Ann Daly
(usual time to clean:
Saturday afternoon)
Junior Church Lead: Debbie
Reed -
juniorchurch@sfvp.org.uk
Youth Contact: Cliff
McClelland -
youth@sfvp.org.uk
Pastoral Lead and Prayer
Chain: Fiona Grove -
pastoral@sfvp.org.uk
Home Groups: Nick Grew
nick1806grew@gmail.com
Lead minister: Sarah
McClelland - rev@sfvp.org.uk
(Usual day off Friday)
Curate: Joe Sweetnam - 
 curate@sfvp.org.uk (Day off
Friday)
Methodist minister: Rev
Sue Keegan von Allmen
URC contact: Rev Dr Sarah
Hall (Group Minister, South-
West Hants Group of URC
Churches.)

St Franc is  Church i n formation
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As ever this comes with my prayers and love in Christ.
Sarah

Sarah McClelland
Lead Minister, St Francis’ Church. 
A Local Ecumenical Partnership of the Church of England, Methodist Church
and United Reformed Church.
Pilgrim’s Close, Valley Park, Eastleigh SO53 4ST
www.stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk
rev@sfvp.org.uk
T: 023 8048 6298

Usual day off: Friday 

This message was sent BCC to all on our church mailing list.  If you’d prefer
not to receive further mailings please let me know.

Would you like someone to pray with you?
God does extraordinary things when we pray. And prayer's not just a
solitary activity, we're to pray for one another. Can we pray for you at

the moment? Members of our prayer ministry team would be
delighted to pray with you over the phone or on Zoom - please just

ask; contact Sarah, Joe, or Fiona Grove in the first instance.
 

'Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.'
James 5: 16

Thanks for reading!
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